
B R I E F

d a v i d  o .  m c k a y  s c h o o l  o f  e d u c a t i o n   •   c o l l e g e  o f  h u m a n i t i e s
b r i g h a m  y o u n g  u n i v e r s i t y - p u b l i c  s c h o o l  p a r t n e r s h i p

What Do We Know About the Families 
of English Language Learners?

         •	 About 80% of English language learners in our public schools are U.S. citizens.1 

         •	 Immigrant parents value and prioritize education, even if they do not understand how
             U.S. public schools function.

         •	 Immigrant parents respect teachers and defer to their expertise.

         •	 Immigrant adults usually have strong work ethics and are willing to work long hours to 		
             provide financially for their families.

         •	 Most recent immigrant families have strong family values.2

         •	 Immigrant families can contribute to their local schools and their children’s educational
             success.
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