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‘ BRIEF SYMPOSIUM

Do Immigrants Learn English?

v

« Immigrants are motivated to learn the language of their new culture, even when doing so
is socially, financially, and linguistically difficult.!

« First generation immigrants usually maintain their first language and socialize with others
who speak their language.”

o Many first generation immigrants do not become fully fluent in English.

o Most of the second generation immigrants value English over their parents’
language.

o 'The children of the second generation typically become monolingual
Englishspeakers and do not know their grandparents’ language.

« Immigrants who learn English make more money and have access to better health care.
They are more likely to become citizens and participate in their children’s schools and
other community institutions.

o Children and adolescents in an English-speaking environment learn conversational
English fairly well in two to three years, but they will need more advanced English to
obtain good jobs.’

o A 20-year longitudinal study documents that children of immigrants, although they may
live in a neighborhood where everyone speaks the native/heritage language, invariably
become fluent in English even if they drop out of school.*

« Because the children of immigrants speak English to their children, and these children
most often become monolingual speakers of English, society loses what is potentially a
naturally developing, free, and valuable linguistic resource.
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