TIPS FOR ENGAGING IN CLASSROOM DRAMA ACTIVITIES
(collated by Penny Marantz, Meighan Smith, and Karla Huntsman)

1.  Set the ground rules immediately (i.e.  limits on space, touching, talking, etc.)

     Note: Six-inch diameter rubber “dots” (obtained through Music in Motion are terrific for kindergarten students who have difficulty knowing where they should be.

2.  Have a signal for starting and stopping action (clapping hands, tambourine, word such

     as “freeze.” Practice this signal several times before beginning.

3.  Have a classroom routine before starting drama activities (i.e. sitting in a circle

     before beginning, sitting on the floor in designated rows with eyes straight ahead, etc.)

4.  Eliminate any distractions (For example, if doing drama activities at desks, be sure to 

     have the students clear desks completely). 

5.  State goals for the session or write them on the board.

6.  Allow time for set-up and evaluation after.

7.  Expect everyone to participate. If a student refuses, arrange for him/her to be in 
     another room.  If he/she is allowed to sit on the sidelines and merely observe, the other 

     students will feel “watched” and will not participate fully.  This is true of the 


classroom teacher, also.  Full participation is created when the teacher is fully

      involved in the activities.

8.  Accumulate costumes and props for costume and prop “boxes.” Instead of throwing

     out old cell phones or office supplies,  for example, throw them in the prop box. The students will make good use of them in their drama work.  Scarves (obtained through West Music) are wonderful for creating instant “costumes” (aprons, capes, sashes, headdresses). 

9.   Use music, dance, art, and media in your drama activities. 

10. Make curricular connections with drama activities.  Help the students see that drama

      is not an isolated event in their curriculum but a part of their daily lives. This is particularly applicable to the classroom teacher after students have done an activity with a drama specialist (For example, using the drama activity as a writing prompt is an excellent

      extension). 

11. Be sensitive to the mood and interests of the children.  Don’t feel pressured to

      do a drama lesson plan exactly as you wrote it.  Drama is all about development of students, sensing their needs in the moment, and making adaptations. 

TIPS FOR PRODUCING PLAYS WITH ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

(collated by Penny Marantz, Meighan Smith, and Karla Huntsman)
1.  Know that productions with elementary students can be done very simply, with little or no set, limited costuming, and in a minimum of time.  See Louise Thistle’s Dramatizing Myths and Tales for perhaps the easiest way to do productions with elementary students. 
2.  Investigate the Jeremy Whelan Tape Technique(www. mosaicacting.com or 

     New School Acting II) for easy rehearsal methods which help students learn lines and movement organically, thus saving the teacher/director lots of time and headache.

3.   Use fairytales, folktales, fables for stories to adapt into plays for your children.

      Reader’s theatre scripts are also good jumping-off pieces (See Aaronshephard.com for excellent reader’s theater scripts).

4.  Enlist parents AND children for help with publicity, costumes, set, props, help offstage. Use students as stage managers and assistant directors. 

5.  Set a rehearsal routine. Write goals on the board. Write “how many days until production on the board” as a motivator.

6.   Create signals for stopping and starting action (hand claps, tambourine, a word such as “freeze.”

7. Allow students to solve production problems. Elicit their ideas for blocking a

      certain section, creating a costume or scenic piece. 

8.  If you are going to create sets:

· Use PVC piping hooked together to make frames for set pieces. Paint and drape
old sheets to complete. An inexpensive pipe cutter ($5.99) can be purchased to cut pieces into desired sizes. 
· Use heavyweight cardboard hooked together with “Mr. McGroovy’s box rivets”
to make castles, armor, pirate ships and a host of other set pieces.  mrmcgroovys.com
· Cover rolling blackboards with colored paper found in the teacher work room. Paint or decorate for inexpensive sets. 

· Cover ladders with paper or cloth. 

· Pin painted or decorated paper onto curtains with large quilting safety pins. 

· Use SPIKE tape for marking where certain set pieces should be.

· Use gaff tape to hold curtains together. 

9.  To create effective, inexpensive costumes:

· Cut off the mouth and jaw piece of old Halloween masks. Paint and decorate.

· Use felt and fleece to make rectangular throw-on tunics. For a short tunic, purchase one yard of 45 inch material. Fold in half, then fold again. Cut a 3 inch cut for the head. Use Fray check or apply glue around the opening, if you wish.   Add belts and sashes. (A brown tunic with a tail could
suggest a forest animal, a yellow tunic with a paper duck bill could suggest a duck, etc.)

· Baseball or soccer pants make great costuming pieces.

· Feathers or other objects on baseball hats, visors, or headbands create a multitude
of characters.

· Use fabric, old feather boas, and other interesting pieces found at local secondhand stores (Aprons can suggest a variety of characters. Old 70’s and 80’s polyester ruffled shirts make great costumes for certain time periods). 
· If you don’t want to spend time or money for costumes, write a character’s name on a piece of cardboard and pin on the student. 

10. Gather instruments (drums, xylophones, whistles, cymbals, triangles) and let the kids

      create sound effects to accompany plays. 

11. Create professional sound and music for productions with the MAC program   GARAGEBAND.

12   Rehearse every part of a production, which includes how kids line up, where they put

     on costume pieces, where they stand when not on stage. (In Louse Thistle’s Narrative

     Mime format, all students are on the stage at all times which eliminates the need for

     students to be offstage).  Limit the number of children offstage. Find ways to keep

     the students onstage if at all possible. If they are offstage, be sure they are supervised. 

13. Consider the setting for your production. Instead of doing one performance for the whole school in the gym or cafetorium (where there is little chance of students actually being heard except for the first few rows), consider doing 2 or 3 performances in the classroom and invite a few classes at a time to watch.

      Consider other places and configurations for your plays (doing a play outside, in the round).  

14. Use a digital recorder or video recorder to capture the memories of the play. Students

     will treasure these. 

